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BOOK REVIEWS AND NOTES. 

Geschichte des Monismus. Von Dr. Rudolf Eisler. Leipsic : Alfred Kroner, 
1910. Pp. 204. Price, 3 m. ; bound 4 m. 
The author wishes to serve the interests of both the supporters and an- 
tagonists of monism by thus presenting the history of a unitary world-con- 
ception. He speaks of monism in Greek antiquity with a short reference to 
Indian monism, the monism of the Middle Ages and the Renaissance, while 
the bulk of the book is devoted to monism in modern times. This part (pp. 
32-173) is divided into (a) Monism in the 17th and 18th Centuries, and (&) 
Monism in the 19th Century. The latter is discussed under the heads of 
of (1) Idealistic Monism and (2) Realistic Monism. The fourth part con- 
tains an essay on "Idealistic Monism" which appears to represent the author's 
own views. On page 172 he asks the question, Is the universe a unit or a 
plurality? and answers that it is both at the same time. As a kind of appen- 
dix he offers his readers notes and addenda which contain quotations or sum- 
maries from monistic thinkers. 



Methodologisches und Philosophisches zur Elementar-Mathematic. Von 
G. Mannoury. Haarlem : P. Visser, 1909. Pp. 279. 
This volume contains a course of lectures delivered by Prof. G. Mannoury 
of Amsterdam, Holland, on the foundation of mathematics. In the first part 
it discusses the foundations of arithmetic, and in the second part the founda- 
tions of geometry. The chapters of the first part treat (1) Unity and Multi- 
plicity; (2) The Ideas of Number, Finiteness and Infinity; (3) The Charac- 
teristic Feature of Arithmetic ; (4) The Generalization of the Idea of Number 
and the Principle of Permanence, and (5) Irrational Numbers, Magnitude 
and Number. The second part on the foundations of geometry discusses in 
four chapters: (1) Mathematical Logic; (2) Geometrography and the Straight 
Line; (3) Non-Euclidean Geometries; and (4) General Considerations of the 
Concept of Space. As its motto the book bears a dictum of Friedrich Nietzsche 
as follows : "The real material of all cognition are the most delicate sensations 
of pleasure and pain." 



Elements de la theorie des probabilites. Par Emile Borel. Paris: Her- 
mann, 1909. Pp. 190. Price 6 fr. 
The theory of probabilities is coming more and more into use in connec- 
tion with many questions of physics, biology and economics. Those who thus 
become interested in its application need to become acquainted with its meth- 
ods in order to apply them to concrete questions, but are not interested in the 
mathematical questions upon which they are founded. It is for those people 
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who wish to apply the theory of probabilities to practical questions that these 
Elements have been written. The book can be understood from beginning to 
end by any reader familiar with the definition of the determinate integral and 
the concepts of algebra and geometry which this definition presupposes. The 
work is divided into three parts dealing respectively with Discontinuous Prob- 
abilities, Continuous Probabilities and Probabilities of Causes. 



Herbert Spencer's Grundlagen der Philosophic Von Dr. P. Haberlin. 
Leipsic: Barth, 1908. Pp. 205. Price, 5.40 m. 
In the author's opinion the world has been slow in recognizing the sig- 
nificance of Spencer, and his influence upon the thought of the present and 
the progress that has been made. He believes that this English philosopher 
(whom he calls the "philosopher of evolution") has been especially ignored in 
Germany, and in the present work he undertakes to offer a careful analysis 
and critique of the First Principles. Some of the chapters treat of the nature 
of philosophy and epistemological principles, so-called agnosticism and uni- 
versal evolution. 



Old Criticism and New Pragmatism. By /. M. O 'Sullivan. Dublin: Gill, 
1909. 
Kant is here set forth as the exponent of the "old criticism," and after a 
wordy comparison of the treatment of the category of quantity by Kant and 
Hegel and a discussion of Kant's treatment of causation, the author finds it 
possible to arrive by the implications of these characteristic doctrines of Kant 
at the individualism and pluralism of pragmatism. He treats it as an episte- 
mological method in its relation to criticism. Instead of finding pragmatism, 
however, a valuable method to substitute for Kant's critical system he finds 
that it grows increasingly inadequate and calls it a "confession of the futility 
of all logic." 



Abriss der Geschichte der Philosophie. Von Chr. Joh. Deter. 9th ed. 
Berlin: Weber, 1910. Pp. 178. Price 3.20 m. Bound 4.20 m. 
This very satisfactory summary of the history of philosophy has been re- 
vised and brought up to date in its ninth edition by Dr. Max Frischeisen- 
Kohler. An explanatory index serves as a concise philosophical dictionary, 
but lacks page references. A comprehensive list of names completes the 
volume. 



"Jean- Jacques Rousseau, a Forerunner of Pragmatism," which Prof. Albert 
Schinz, of Bryn Mawr, contributed to The Monist of October 1909, has been 
published in pamphlet form by The Open Court Publishing Company. A 
number of typographical errors in the Monist article which inadvertently oc- 
curred through delayed proofs, are here corrected, and many passages have 
been otherwise revised and altered by the author. Three Appendices, "Rous- 
seau and Condillac," "Rousseau and Madame de Genlis," and "An Unknown 
Phase of Rousseau's Thought," i.ave been added to the original form of the 
essay and contain many interesting points. The "Unknown Phase" men- 
tioned in the third appendix is the fact that "Rousseau seems to be in favor 
of pragmatic ignorance for the masses, while holding that for the select few, 
science is desirable and desirable in the interest of all." 



